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About Fireflies

Fireflies can be found in a variefy
of habifats. You may find them in
The forest, a backyard, and
areas near sfreams or ponds.
11 is most common fo see
fireflies where it is warm and
humid. Some species of fireflies

can live in g
wafter, but most
ive near frees

and damp
areas.
Anfarctica is

The only

confinent
where vou will

nof find

fireflies.




Firefly Family

Did you know That fireflies are
actually beetles? Many people
assume they are f Iieséecouse
of Their name. but that is not The
casel There are over 2000
species of fireflies. You might
think That dll species of fireflies
produce a glow. but that's simply
NOT True'.




Harmful Play

Mor\K people like fo catch fireflies and
keep them in a jar. However, it is important
o release them after one or two days.
1f kept in ajar for foo long. fireflies may
die. Itisimportant fo release the fireflies
af night because that is when they are
most active and able to avoid predators.
Firefly numbers are decreasing. so it is
important o protect them by cafching them
carefully and letting them go genily.




How Do They Glow?

Fireflies contain luciferin in their
apdomens. When dir rushes info
their abdomen. it reacts with the
luciferin and produces The glow.

The glow
caused by The
chemical
reqction is
actually cdlled a
“cold light
because it lets
off hardly any
heat at GI\(
Fireflies use
Their glow To
communicate.
warn
predafors, and
find a mate.




Food for Fireflies

The magjority of adult fireflies

ive mostly on the nectar from

flowers. However, There are
some adult fireflies that do

nof eaf af dll. Some scientists
believe tThat tThere are also
adult fireflies That eat ofther

fireflies.




Yummy! A Snail!

Firefly larvae are carnivorous and
enjoy eating sndis and worms.
Firefly larvae may glow. They use
their glow as a defense
mechanism fo warn their
predators that they aren't tasty.
Many animals have learned to stay
away from eating fireflies!




Interesting Facts:

» Fireflies have a short life span.

* Femdles lay their eggs in The

ground.
e Fireflies are nocturnal.

* Ltven firefly eggs can glow!

e Some adult fireflies feed on
nectar much like bees and other

insects do.




